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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it 
was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language , 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




| | a sequence listing 




["H table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




| ] in written format 




| | in computer readable form 




c. time of filing/furnishing 




I""! contained in international application as filed. 




filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 


□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 


3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table 
U * furnished the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies a tdenncal to that m the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropnate, were furnished. 


4. Additional comments: 
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1 Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 Ws.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or mdustrial 

aoDlicabiUtv; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








j Novelty (N) 


riaims 10-18 




YES 


tfaims 1-0 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Plairns 10-18 




YES 


riaims 1-9 




NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


rinims 1-18 




YES 


Plflims NONE 




NO 











2. Citations and explanations: 
| please See Continuation Sheet 

Claims 10-18 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2 H 3), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest as follows: 
regarding claims 10 and 15, the prior art of record does not disclose or suggest a combination or an automotive trim part comprising a 
elm house further comprising a recessed well adjacent an inclined mounting porton; 
I reding claims 1 1-14 and 18, these claims directly or indirectly depend froir . ehmn 10, and, 
reSraing claims 16 and 17, these claims directly or indirectly depend from clam, 15. 
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Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

Clam* 1, 3, 5, 9 and 15-1 8 are objected to under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(iii) as containing the following defect(s) in the form or contents 
Regarding claim 1, -portion- should be inserted after "top" in line 6; 

Regarding claim 16, -a- should be inserted after "in" in line 2; and, 
Regarding claims 16-18, "Clip" in line 1 should be -The clip--. 

The drawings are objected to under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(iii) as containing the following defect(s) in the form or content thereof: 
SerX^ 

Srxsr^ 

The description is objected to as containing the following defect(s) underPCT Rule 66 TO 
uncle* from the specification what is the flange area providing a narrowed portion (claim 4). 
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V. 2. Citations and Explanations: . 

Claims 1-3, 8 and 9 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Maid, 5,195,793 (see marked-up attachments 

below). 

Regarding claim 1 , Maki discloses, in Fig. 3, a clip comprising a base 132, a male member 131, raised surface portions 131a a first 
attachment channel A8, a second attachment channel A9, and a common wall 133. The base 132 has a top portion A2 and a bottom 
portion A3. The male member 131 extends outwardly from the top portion A2. The raised surface portions 131a are formed °n 
opposing sides A6 of the male member 131 with a gap A7 defined between the raised surface portions 131a and the top portion A2. The 
first attachment channel A8 and the second attachment channel A9 are formed in the base 132 and are in generally parallel relation to 
each other, and separated by the common wall 133 extending between the top portion A2 and the bottom portion A3. The first 
attachment channel A8 and the second attachment channel A9 have elongated openings All facing in opposing directions A13. 

Regarding claim 2, the male member 131 comprises a longitudinal axis A14. The base 132 comprises a central axis A15. The male 
member 131 is eccentrically positioned relative to the central axis A15 on the base 132. 

Regarding claim 3, the base 132 comprises a longitudinal extending axis A16 perpendicularly related to a central axis A15 of the base 
132 and bisecting the base 132. The common wall 133 extends parallel to the longitudinal extending axis A16 and the common wall 133 
is laterally spaced from the longitudinal extending axis A16. 

Regarding claim 8, the raised surface portions 1 31a of the male member 131 present smoothed, radiused surfaces A17. 

Regarding claim 9, Maki discloses, in Figs. 1, 3 and 5, a composition comprising a clip 13, and a clip house 15 attached to an automotive 
trimpart 14 and comprising an inclined mounting portion 151c. The clip comprising a base 132, a male member 131, raised surface 
portions 131a, a first attachment channel A8, a second attachment channel A9, and a common wall 133. The base 132 has a top portion 
A2 and a bottom portion A3. The male member 131 extends outwardly from the top portion A2. The raised surface portions 131a are 
formed on opposing sides A6 of the male member 131 with a gap A7 defined between the raised surface portions 131a and the top 
portion A2. The first attachment channel A8 and the second attachment channel A9 are formed in the base 132 and are m generally 
parallel relation to each other, and separated by the common wall 133 extending between the top portion A2 and the bottom portion A3. 
The first attachment channel A8 and the second attachment channel A9 have elongated openings Al 1 facing in opposing ^directions Al 3 
The first attachment channel A8 or the second attachment channel A9 slidably engages the inclined mounting portion 151c of the clip 
house 15 thereby securing the clip 13 to the clip house 15. 

Claims 1 and 3-5 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Hingorani et al., US6,276,109 (see marked-up attachment 
below). 

Regarding claim I, Hingorani et al. disclose, in Figures 3 and 6, a clip comprising a base 66, a male > member 70, raised surface portions 
74, a first attachment channel A8, a second attachment channel A9, and a common wall A10. The base 66 has a top portion A2 and a 
bottom portion A3. The male member 70 extends outwardly from the top portion A2. The raised surface portions 74 are formed on 
opposing ciHPc ofUhe m«i~ ™~mW 30 with » gap A 7 HpfinH hrtwern thr raised 'M.rfnrr nnrtiom 7 4 and the top portion A 7 Tnr first ■ 
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attachment channel A8 and the second attachment channel A9 are formed in the base 66 and are in generally parallel relation to each 
other, and separated by the common wall A10 extending between the top portion A2 and the bottom portion A3. The first attachment 
channel A8 and the second attachment channel A9 have elongated openings 68 facing in opposing directions. 

Regarding claim 3, the base 66 comprises a longitudinal extending axis A16 perpendicularly related to a central axis A15 of the base i 
and bisecting the base 66. The common wall A10 extends parallel to the longitudinal extending axis A16 and the common wall A10 u 
laterally spaced from the longitudinal extending axis A16. 

Regarding claim 4, the clip further comprising a flanged area A1 8 providing a narrowed portion in the first attachment channel Ai 
or the second attachment channel A9. 

Regarding claim 5, the first attachment channel A8 and the second attachment channel A9 each comprises a flanged area A18 
therein, thereby narrowing a portion of each attachment channel. 



Claims 1 and 3-7 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Cordola et al., US5, 173,026 (see marked-up 
attachment below). 

Regarding claim 1 , Cordola disclose, in Figures 6, a clip comprising a base, a male member, raised surface portions, a first attachment 
channel, a second attachment channel, and a common wall. The base has a top portion and a bottom portion. The male member extends 
outwardly from the top portion. The raised surface portions are formed on opposing sides of the male member with a gap defined 
between the raised surface portions and the top portion. The first attachment channel and the second attachment channel are formed in 
the base and are in generally parallel relation to each other, and separated by the common wall extending between the top portion and the 
bottom portion. The first attachment channel and the second attachment channel have elongated openings facing in opposing directions. 

Regarding claim 3, the base comprises a longitudinal extending axis perpendicularly related to a central axis of the base and bisecting the 
base. The common wall extends parallel to the longitudinal extending axis and the common wall is laterally spaced from the longitudinal 
extending axis. 

Regarding claim 5, the first attachment channel and the second attachment channel each comprises a flange 12B,12D therein, thereby 
narrowing a portion of each of the channels. 

Regarding claim 6, the flanges face opposing directions A50. 

Regarding claim 7, the flanges face in a same direction A51. 
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FIG. 3 
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5,173,026 (Cordola et al.) 
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